The aim is to provide a forum of the highest standard for scientific (both clinical and basic), educational and social exchange between professionals involved in rheumatology, liaising with patient organisations, in order to achieve progress in the clinical care of patients with rheumatic diseases. The next EULAR Annual European Congress of Rheumatology will take place from - June  in Madrid, Spain. The annual EULAR congress is now a major event in the calendar of world rheumatology. As have previous congresses during the last decade, Madrid  will provide a unique event for the exchange of scientific and clinical information. It will be a platform to facilitate interactions between patients, medical doctors, scientists, health professionals, and professionals representing the pharmaceutical industry both from within Europe and from around the world. In addition, we will also continue our initiative of closer cooperation with primary care physicians and professionals -a commitment we started in London in .
EULAR Standing Committee Chairpersons
The scientific programme will open on Wednesday,  June  at : and will close on Saturday,  June  at :. The congress will cover the broad spectrum of the rheumatic diseases and include state-of-the-art lectures, basic science and clinical symposia, abstract sessions, presentation and discussion of difficult cases, workshops and special interest group sessions. Abstracts can be submitted on the following topics (for instructions, see "Abstract Information" in this programme on pages -).
Sessions of the Health Professionals in Rheumatology, of EULAR PARE (People with Arthritis/Rheumatism in Europe) and Primary Care will extend and complement the programme on all days. 
Basic and Translational Research

Group registrations
For  persons and more, please contact MCI at eular.reg@mci-group.com for special conditions.
Confirmation
An email / letter of receipt will be sent to you on completion of your registration. This letter must be presented at the registration desk in order to receive the congress bag and badge. Changes and cancellation policies Cancellations and changes to your original registration (including excursions and congress dinner) must be made in writing to the MCI reservation department at the address below before  April . An administrative fee of EUR  will be deducted from all refunds. No fees will be refunded after this date. The categories are subdivided into topics (see pages -).
The correct category and topic must be selected to ensure correct scoring. The content of the abstract must be topic related.
. Please read all instructions in the abstract submission system carefully before preparing your abstract. . Abstracts can be saved in "Draft" status to be re-edited and modified until the submission deadline ( January , midnight CET). Therefore, the submitter will be required to create a user account.
. Abstracts fulfilling all criteria can be saved in "Final submission" status. Only abstracts in "Final submission" status will be regarded as successfully submitted and considered for the congress. Abstracts in "Final submission" status can be re-edited and modified until the submission deadline ( January , midnight CET).
. An abstract can only be submitted if the "Rules and Regulations, including the EULAR embargo rules" on the online abstract form are read and accepted . Conflict of interest: It is the intent of EULAR to provide highquality sessions focused on educational content that is free from commercial influence or bias. Thus the submitting author of an abstract is requested to declare any potential conflicts of interest for all authors during the abstracts submission.
. Abstracts accepted for the congress are subject to the "Abstract Embargo Rules" and the "Transfer of Copyright" as published on the EULAR website www.eular.org. With the submission of an abstract the authors agree to the embargo rules and the transfer of copyright.
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS
-The internet abstract submission system works best with Internet Explorer . or higher and Mozilla Firefox . or higher -Cookies and JavaScript need to be enabled
GENERAL
Abstracts can only be submitted online via the online abstract submission form that can be found in the section "abstracts" on the official EULAR  Congress website: www.eular.org/eular Abstracts sent by post or email will not be accepted. No exceptions will be made.
. The Corresponding Author has the right to grant, and does grant, on behalf of all authors an exclusive licence on a worldwide basis to the BMJ Publishing Group Ltd and EULAR to publish the abstract (if accepted) in any media and to exploit all subsidiary rights.
. Only abstracts that contain original data can be submitted.
. Abstracts should not be submitted if the following applies: a. the abstract contains data that has been published or accepted for publication in a print or on-line journal b. the abstract contains data that was presented at a scientific meeting more than  months earlier . Abstracts containing data that has been presented or will be presented at a different scientific meeting during a  months period prior to EULAR  can be submitted. This fact must be indicated on the submission form . Abstracts having been submitted for publication or to a scientific meeting, but are pending acceptance, can be submitted without restrictions. However, once the abstract has been accepted by EULAR it is automatically subject to the EULAR embargo rules.
. The reviewers will judge the abstracts according to the scientific or clinical value, relevance to EULAR, suitability of methods to aims, conclusions confirmed by objective results, objectivity of statements, description of methods used, ethics, originality of work, standard of English and overall impression.
. Please ensure that your abstract does not contain spelling, grammatical or scientific errors, as it will be reproduced exactly as submitted. No proofreading will be done.
. Accepted abstracts will be published either in the congress abstract book, a supplement to "The Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases -The EULAR Journal", or on USB keys which will be distributed to participants together with the congress bag.
Information on an accepted abstracts will also be available on-line on the EULAR website, about one month prior to the congress. Published abstracts will be available in the EULAR Abstracts archives after the congress.
Abstract Information
. The submission of an abstract constitutes a formal commitment by the presenting author to present the abstract (if accepted) orally or as a poster in the session and the time assigned by the EULAR Scientific Committee. We therefore recommend that submitters of abstracts register for the congress simultaneously with abstract submission.
. Abstracts not adhering to these guidelines will be rejected. If you do not agree with any of these rules, you should not submit an abstract. The final decision about acceptance of an abstract will be taken by the EULAR Scientific Committee. EULAR does not correspond on the acceptance/rejection of an abstract.
. If you need to withdraw your abstract, a written statement reflecting the reasons for this decision must be sent to the EULAR Secretariat / or MCI not later than  April .
Instructions for Abstract Presentations
-If an abstract is selected for oral presentation, the presenting author as specified at submission will be requested to present it in the assigned session. Details will be communicated to the author by mid-April .
-If an abstract is accepted as a poster presentation, the presenting author will be requested to be available for discussion during the corresponding poster viewing session.
-Posters will be set up close to the exhibition area.
-The posters need to be printed in landscape. The usable surface of the display panels measures  cm (height) x  cm (width); adhesive material will be provided.
Please use letters large enough to be read from a distance of . meters.
Commercial Exhibition & Sponsorship Exhibition
During the congress, EULAR will present an attractive exhibition to all delegates. The abstract poster presentation area is embedded in the exhibition. Coffee, sandwiches and other refreshments will be available in the exhibition and poster area. Taxi ranks, underground/light rail stations and bus stops are close to the centre entrance. EULAR will offer a free transportation pass included in the registration fee to all congress participants, which will be handed out on site at registration. 
General Information
Certificate of Attendance
A certificate of attendance will be given with the congress bag to each participant. It can be used by the participant to claim CME points in his/her own country.
CME
The EULAR Congress  will have CME approval for the official scientific programme. Exact number of points will be confirmed on-site on the Certificate of Participation. Satellite symposia are not CME approved unless the organisers have gained approval for the symposium from UEMS.
Congress Documents and Badges
Congress documents should be collected on-site at the registration desk at the Feria de Madrid. Name badges must be worn visibly at all times during the congress and in the exhibition area.
Food and Beverage
During official breaks, complimentary coffee and tea will be served in the exhibition/poster area. Lunches on Thursday and Friday are included in the registration fee. Restaurants and sandwich bars will be available in the congress centre.
Official Language
The official congress language is English. No simultaneous translation is provided.
General Information Private Events Policy
All requests from companies/organisations to host private events during the congress must be submitted in writing to the EULAR Secretariat in Zurich (Kilchberg) by  March  at the latest.
Services for the Disabled
All the rooms at the congress centre are fully accessible to participants with disabilities.
Smoking Policy
Smoking in the congress centre is only permitted in designated areas.
Transportation Pass
A free transport "Madrid Pass" will be given to each registered participant at the congress when registering on site, available for the  days of the congress. Madrid's public transport system operates Bus and Metro. The main stop name is: "Campo de las Naciones" Station on the Line . This line passes through the main hotel areas of Madrid.
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Travel to Madrid
Madrid can be reached easily from all four corners of the globe.
By Plane:
Madrid Barajas airport is located only  minutes from the exhibition complex, and just  kilometres from the city centre, with which it is connected by Metro (Airport station T-, T- and T-). Now a top international airport, with a new fourth terminal airport station T- guarantees daily connections from Feria de Madrid to all of Spain's cities and to those throughout the world.
By Metro:
Access to Feria de Madrid is possible from anywhere in the city by means of Campo de las Naciones station on Line , whose exit is at the South Entrance of the complex. Line  also connects the exhibition complexes with the different terminals of Barajas International Airport. By Bus: A wide bus network provides access to Feria de Madrid from different points in the city: Route -Mar de Cristal-Feria de Madrid-Bº Aeropuerto. Route -Avda. de América-Campo de las Naciones-Feria de Madrid. Route -Universidad Autónoma-Alcobendas-Canillejas-Feria de Madrid. By Taxi: With ranks at each entrance to the exhibition complex, more than , taxis are available to visitors to Feria de Madrid. By Car: Feria de Madrid is linked by road to Madrid's major access routes and ring roads: the M (Exits  and ), the M (Exits ,  and ) and the A (Exit ). The South, North and East Entrances to the exhibition complex provide direct access to the various parking areas.
Visas
Spain is part of the European Union. Many visitors can enter EU countries without a visa. Congress delegates who require a visa can obtain one without problem from the Spanish Embassy in their home country. 
General Information Facts about Spain
Spain, officially the Kingdom of Spain is a sovereign state and a member of the European Union located in southwestern Europe on the Iberian Peninsula. Its mainland is bordered to the south and east by the Mediterranean Sea except for a small land boundary with the British Overseas Territory of Gibraltar; to the north by France, Andorra, and the Bay of Biscay; and to the northwest and west by the Atlantic Ocean and Portugal. Because of its location, the territory of Spain was subject to many external influences since prehistoric times and through to its dawn as a country. Spain emerged as a unified country in the th century, following the marriage of the Catholic Monarchs and the completion of the Reconquest, or Reconquista, of the Iberian peninsula in . Conversely, it has been an important source of influence to other regions, chiefly during the modern era, when it became a global empire that has left a legacy of over  million Spanish speakers today, making it the world's second-most spoken first language.
Facts about Madrid and Spain
Spain is a democracy organised in the form of a parliamentary government under a constitutional monarchy. It is a member of the United Nations, European Union, NATO, OECD, and WTO.
Facts about Madrid
Madrid is the capital and largest city of Spain. The population of the city is roughly . million and the entire population of the Madrid metropolitan area comes close to . million. It is the third largest city in the European Union, after London and Berlin. The city is located on the Manzanares river. As the capital city of Spain, seat of government, and residence of the Spanish monarch, Madrid is also the political centre of Spain. Madrid's attractions for the visitor are many: astonishing art galleries, relentless nightlife, its transformation into Spain's premier style city, an exceptional live music scene, a feast of restaurants and tapas bars, and a population that has mastered the art of living the good life. Very few Madrileños come from here originally, a fact that possibly makes the city Europe's most open and welcoming capital. 'If you're in Madrid, you're from Madrid' is an often-heard phrase that sums up the city's way of life. 
Currency
The Spanish currency is the Euro ( Euro =  cents). Visitors from outside the European Union are able to reclaim the VAT on goods purchased, either at the airport or at the border. Refund application forms are taken care of on departure day. Look for the tax-free sign in shops and please remember to ask for the VAT reclaim form at the time of the purchase.
Shopping
Credit Cards
Major Credit Cards (Visa, American Express, Eurocard/Mastercard, Diners Club) are accepted in most hotels, restaurants and shops.
Facts about Madrid and Spain
Insurance and liability
It is recommended that participants obtain adequate cover for travel, health and accident insurance before they depart from their countries. EULAR and MCI as organisers cannot accept responsibility for personal injuries, or loss of, or damage to, private property belonging to the congress participants.
Electricity
The standard voltage in Spain is  volts. Most hotels provide -vlt outlets for shavers.
Taxi
Madrid's taxis are one way of getting around in the city, although the meter ticks away alarmingly when you are stuck in the rush hour traffic. You can share the front seat with the driver if you wish. There is an initial charge of EUR . when starting the journey. After that, the charge is depending on the distance, with a slightly higher rate per kilometre if leaving the city limits. Give the driver a rounded up sum in payment. A few taxis accept cards, but this is the exception rather than the rule. It is advisable to always have enough cash handy.
Telephones
For calls to Spain, use the international code +. The regional code for Madrid is . Calls from Spain follow international standard dialling rules.
Time
Spain follows Central European Time (CET) which is GMT + hour in winter and GMT +  in summer.
Tipping
You are not expected to tip on top of restaurant service charges but you can leave a little extra if you feel service warrants it. If there is no service charge, the customer should consider leaving a % tip, but this is not obligatory. Tipping taxi drivers is not common practice, but you are expected to tip the porter at top-end hotels.
Visas
You 
EULAR Congress Dinner
Friday,  June  -:-: Price: EUR  per person (not included in the registration fee)
The EULAR  Congress Dinner will be hosted at the Palacio del Negralejo. The Congress Dinner is a great opportunity to see and experience a historically building while enjoying a relaxed dinner and entertainment with colleagues from around the world. In , on the ruins of a castle named "Negrales", a family from Madrid's nobility built their country palace. Later on, well into the  th Century, the Marquis of Villamejor founded his famous stables, the renowned "Figueroa" stud. In  the owners decided to turn this fabulous complex into a venue for events and functions, keeping the original style but introducing all the modern functionality required for events. Such was the determination and perfectionism put into the restoration that Palacio del Negralejo can today be considered an ethnological museum where one can find countless antique farm implements, household and decorative items. Join this evening and taste the Spanish flavour of the place!
Official Events
Accommodation Information
MCI has reserved a large number of hotel rooms in various hotels in different price categories. The majority of hotels are located in the city centre but also in the surroundings of the IFEMA Feria de Madrid. Madrid attracts many tourists. Hotel reservations will be made on a first come, first served basis. Please book before  April  in order to guarantee your booking.
Enquiries
Please address all enquiries, requests for additional information and changes or cancellations of room reservations directly to MCI.
EULAR  c/o MCI SUISSE SA Rue de Lyon  CH- Geneva  Switzerland
Tel +     Fax +     Email: eular.hotel@mci-group.com www.mci-group.com
Reservation and Payments
For hotel booking, a deposit payment for the first night is required with your reservation. Your booking will be confirmed upon receipt of your deposit payment. This prepaid deposit will be deducted from your hotel bill when checking out from the hotel. Additional expenses such as mini-bar and telephone must be paid directly to the hotel when checking out.
Group Reservations
Special rules and regulations apply for group reservations. Please contact MCI for further information.
Change and Cancellation of Hotel Booking
All changes to hotel reservations will be handled by MCI. Please do not contact the hotel directly. A handling fee of EUR  per hotel room will be charged for every hotel modification received after  April . All cancellations must be sent to MCI in writing (fax, letter, or e-mail). For cancellations received before  April  deposits will be refunded less EUR  for administrative costs. After this date, no refund will be possible. In case of late cancellations (after  April ), rooms cancelled, cancelled nights or no-show, we reserve the right to charge the full stay if the hotel room can not be re-sold.
Check-in/Check-out Time
Hotel check-in time is : or later. If arriving after :, please notify MCI in advance. Check-out time is :.
Methods of Payment
Payment of registration, hotel deposit and excursions must accompany the form and may be made by:
• Credit card: EuroCard/MasterCard, Visa, American Express
• Bank transfer to the following account:
MCI Suisse SA -EULAR  UBS SA -CP  -CH  Geneva  Switzerland Account n° -..L Clearing  -Swift UBSWCHZHA IBAN CH    L Mention: EULAR  and participant's name All costs are to be borne by the ordering customer
• Payment by personal cheques cannot be accepted
• All payments have to be made in Euro (EUR).
